
Kennel cough is an upper respiratory infection in dogs that can cause nasal and ocular 
discharge, coughing and sneezing, and in severe cases lethargy and decreased appetite. 
There are multiple causes of upper respiratory infections including a variety of viruses 
or bacteria. This pet has already been started on oral antibiotics in case the infection 
has a bacterial component. It is recommended to isolate this pet from other dogs in the 
household and to avoid public places until pet’s clinical signs are completely resolved as 
this infection may be contagious to other dogs. If the pet’s signs are worsening or not 
completely resolved by the time the course of antibiotics is completed, then a recheck with 
the owner’s veterinarian is recommended. All follow-up care, if needed, will need to be 
done at the owner’s veterinarian and at the owner’s expense.
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